
 

 

L ots of things happening this month. Monthly 

meeting is May 14 and will feature a program 

by a well-known fly fisher to our club. Glen “Catch” 

Cormier, with assistance from Larry Offner, will pre-

sent “Fishing for Crappie and Bream with a Fly Rod” 

and “The Magnificent 7 Flies”. You are almost guar-

anteed to learn a thing or two. Program starts at 

6:45pm. 

   During the 6:00pm social hour, Don Lawler will tie 

a special fly. If you know Don, this should pique your 

interest! Casting practice will also take place out on 

the Refuge lawn. 

   The 2019 NLFF Master Series is fast approaching 

and will be here before you know it. Get your tickets 

now before it is too late. Tickets are $40.00. Please 

support our program to be able to bring well-known 

people who are tops at what they do to our region. 

This is a service that the NLFF provides to our area. 

This is NOT a fundraising event. Again, it is a service 

that we willing bring to this region. Our goal is to 

provide this wonderful service while keeping cost 

down. We are happy to break even on this en-

deavor. Purchase your tickets to ensure we will con-

tinue to bring you this event every year. 

   The raffle for a TFO Bug Launcher Rod Combo Kit 

is even closer. It will be raffled off during our June 

meeting so you don’t have much time to get your tick-

ets and support your club. Remember, other than our 

fundraising banquet, we 

have a limited number of 

fundraising opportunities 

each year. The Bug 

Launcher kit includes an 

NXT II reel rigged with 

matching weight forward 

floating line, leader, 

and backing, all packed 
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neatly in a rod sleeve AND a rod and reel carry-

ing case. Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $20. 

   Also, if you missed last year’s Flies and Fleas 

outing, there may still be time to reserve an area 

hotel/motel room or a spot in the campground. This 

year’s event will be held the weekend of June 1st. 

The actual spot that you get at the State Park 

won’t matter as we have reserved waterfront spots 

for beaching or anchoring your boats. This event is 

open to everyone. Fishing and shopping is the order of 

the day! A great family outing. Some will fish. Some 

will shop the First Mondays Trade Days in Canton. 

Some will do both. All will have a great time. There 

will be a hotdog/hamburger supper for everyone Sat-

urday night. Bring a side and your own drinks. Book 

early as the Canton hotels and the State Park book up 

early. NO TEXAS FISHING LICENSE IS REQUIRED! 

Great for Louisiana folks. The members that attended 

last year had a blast. We moved this back a little this 

year and I suspect that the fishing will be much better 

than last year. There are large bream in this lake and 

this would be a perfect opportunity to put into use 

what you learn at this month’s meeting. 

   It all starts at the May 14th meeting at the Red River 

National Wildlife Refuge. See you there! 
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S 
teve does. I don’t. I do not 

tie my own flies. In this post, 

I make a case for why some 

fly fishers should not tie their own 

flies. 

   Steve, the other half of “2 Guys 

and a River” and I are life-long 

friends. In college, we hung out so 

much the haters called us “Bo and 

Luke” after the lead characters on 

the silly TV show “Dukes of Haz-

ard.” We even went on double 

dates together, though neither of us 

married our dates, much to the ap-

preciation (on some days) of our 

wives. 

   But Steve and I could not be 

more different. 

   Steve is a first child. I am not. 

Steve is so much of a first child that 

when we take fly fishing trips, 

Steve will make the bed every 

morning at the place we’re staying, 

even if it’s the last day we’re there. 

Yes, he makes the bed. Let’s just 

say that I don’t make my bed 

(though I will pull off the dirty 

sheets on the morning I leave). 

   We also differ on many aspects 

of fly fishing. We use different 

rods. We wear different waders. 

How we think about fly fishing 

brands, even, is so different. I tend 

to be practical and cheap; he is 

more brand conscious. 

   And we also differ on the topic 

of tying flies. Steve does. I don’t. 

There are consequences to my de-

cision, such as not having the ability 

to tie a pattern at the river’s edge 

and feel the surge of emotion as I 

hook a brown with a woolly bug-

ger that I tied. I don’t get to feel 

one with nature because I caught a 

fish with something I created. 

   However, I’d rather buy than tie, 

and here’s why: 

1. We had too many kids. 

   We ended up with four, and with 

all their sports and school activities, 

I can barely get out on the river as 

it is. A lousy excuse, I know. But 

given the dizzying number of 

places to buy flies, I’d rather watch 

my sons play football or my 

daughters play soccer or attend 

one of my sons’ wrestling meets. 

   I can’t do it all, so I’ve made the 

choice to eliminate, among other 

things, tying flies. 

2. I also love to hunt. 

   I’ve limited my sports to two – fly 

fishing and hunting. I’d rather fly 

fish and hunt upland game and 

waterfowl than spend time in a 

damp basement under a bright 

lamp with tiny hooks and peacock 

herl. Just sayin’. 

   Obviously, when I hunt is not gen-

erally in the evenings and in the 

winter, but even so, life is a series 

of trade-offs. And I’ve traded tying 

my own flies for other opportuni-

ties. 

3. I’d rather write than tie. 

   In my free time, outside of fly 

fishing and hunting, I like to write. 

I’ve written two books, with another 

on fly fishing (with Steve, my pod-

cast partner). I’ve written thousands 

of blog posts, it seems, and another 

hundred or so articles. 

   Writing is another choice I’ve 

made. 

4. I’d rather work more than tie. 

   I’ve started a couple small busi-

nesses, so I’d probably rather 

throw my shoulder into landing one 

more client than spend an evening 

staring at a vise. 

   Again, it’s another choice. It’s 

probably more like a kind of ill-

ness, but I enjoy throwing my shoul-

der into what I feel I’ve been 

called to do. 

5. The patterns on the market are 

legion. 

   I’m grateful for all those who tie 

flies, and the artistry that I can pur-

chase amazes me. 

   Yes, I may be paying more per 

fly than I should, but you can’t have 
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STATE PARISH or 

COUNTY 

BODY of WATER ACCESS & INFO 

AR Lafayette Lake Erling 5 Mi NW Of Springhill LA.  7100 Acres, Good Bass & Crappie 

and Outstanding Catfish Populations. 

LA Bienville Kepler Creek 4 Mi E of Jamestown. 1988 Acres. Launch at Dam off LA 507. 

Many Stumps. Few Marked Boat Lanes. Clear with White Sandy 

Bottom. Excellent Bream, Bass, Catfish, Crappie Fishing. Nice 

Kayak Lake. 

LA Bienville Mill Creek Reservoir Just W of Saline, LA. Launch at Dam on Evans Rd/PR 707 off LA 

155/LA 9. Deep Water. Few Obstructions. Known for Crappie. 

Good for Bass and Bream in Spring/Fall. 

LA Bossier Black Bayou 10 Mi N of Bossier. 700 Acres. Launch by Bridge on Linton Rd. 

Bass, Bream, Crappie. Lots of Ski Traffic in Summer. 

LA Bossier Bodcau WMA North of Haughton, LA Off LA 157. WMA Contains Bodcau 

Bayou, Bodcau Lake and Many Other Areas. Excellent Bream 

Fishing With Kayak or Small Boat. 

LA Bossier Lake Catherine At the Red River NWR. Launch off Arthur Ray Teague Pkwy. 

Paddle and Electric Only. Closed During Duck Season and July/

August Nesting Season. 

LA Bossier Cypress Lake 10 Mi N of Bossier. 3000 Acres. Launch at Park. Upper End has 

Most Fishing Cover and Less Recreational Boats. 

LA Bossier Ivan Lake N of Bossier on Ivan Lake Rd off Hwy 160. Launch at Dam. Ex-

cellent Fishing From Stocking in 2011-2013. 

LA Bossier Plain Dealing Lake 2 Mi NE of Plain Dealing on Lake Rd Off LA 3.Excellent Small 

Craft Lake. Numerous Small Bass and Large Bream. 

LA Caddo C. Bickham Dickson Park Entrance at Corner of Bert Kouns & 70th. Paddle & Electric Only. 

Frequently Closes when Red River Floods. 

LA Caddo Black Bayou Lake 1 Mi W of Hosston. Launch at Dam Just Off Hwy 2. 4000 Acres. 

Boat Lane. Stumps, Trees. Excellent Bass & Bream. 

LA Caddo Caddo Lake Access in Oil City (West Side) & Uncertain, TX (East Side). Great 

Bass Fishery in Danger of Giant Salvenia Takeover. 

LA Caddo Cross Lake 2 Mi W of Shreveport. 8575 Acres. Great Launches at Multiple 

Parks on South Side. Good Bass by Docks/Piers. 

LA Caddo Kings Hwy Bayou Launch Along Kings Hwy. Paddle Craft Only. Little Fishing Pres-

sure. Good Numbers of Bass and Bream. 

LA Caddo Wallace Lake 14 Mi S of Shreveport Off Wallace Lake Rd. Excellent Crappie 

Fishing. Some Ares Can Be Vegetation Choked. 

LA Claiborne Lake Claiborne 5 Mi E of Homer, LA. 6400 Acres. Access at Lake Claiborne SP. 

Excellent Bass, Bream, Crappie and Some Hybrid Stripers. 

LA Claiborne Corney Lake 10 Mi NE of Homer, LA. 2300 Acres.  Access in Kisatchie Rec 

Area. Great for Kayak and Small Boat Fishing.  

https://www.amazon.com/Fly-Fishers-Book-Lists-short/dp/0985265574/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1492437124&sr=8-1&keywords=the+fly+fisher%27s+book+of+lists
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State Parish or County Body of Water Access & Information 

LA DeSoto Sabine River Boat Launch in Logansport. Launch Kayaks at Most Hwy Cross-

ings. Excellent White Bass Runs Upriver During March Spawn.  

LA Jackson Caney Creek Reservior 13 Mi E of Jonesboro, LA. 5032 Acres. Access in Jimmie Davis 

State Park. Note for Large Bass and Crappie. 

LA Lincoln, Winn, Bienville, 

Grant, Jackson 

Dougemona River 129 Mi River Best Navigated with a Kayak. Excellent Spotted 

Bass and Bream with Little Fishing Pressure. Access at Hwy Cross-

ings. Area North of Winnfield is Best. 

LA Natchitoches Black Lake Just E of Campti, LA. Access at Hwy 9 Bridge. Excellent Bass 

Lake with Many Specimens in 5-8 ibs Range. Cypress Covered. 

LA Natchitoches Cane River 38 Mi Oxbow Lake Through Downtown Natchitoches, LA. Numer-

ous Boat Launches. Excellent Bass and Bream Fishing. 

LA Natchitoches Kisatchie Bayou Located in Kisatchie Nat Forest S of Natchitoches, LA off Hwy 

117.  Great Clear Water Stream for Wet Wading in Spring & 

Summer for Spotted Bass and Sunfish. Rock & Sand Bottom. 

LA Natchitoches Sibley Lake 1 Mi W of Natchitoches, LA at Hwy1 & Hwy 6 Intersection. 2003 

Acres. Excellent Bass & Bream. Numerous Public Boat Launches. 

LA Ouachita Bayou Diseard 28 Mi Bayou Through Monroe, LA. Divided into 7 Mi sections 

with Earthen Dams. Numerous Launches. Great Bass & Bream. 

LA Ouachita Black Bayou Lake 3 Mi N of Monroe, LA. 4522 Acres Part of Black Bayou NWR. 

Noted for Huge Bream and Redear Sunfish. Good Bass Fishing. 

LA Ouachita Ouachita River Forcythe Park in Monroe, LA. Flows South Out of Arkansas. 

Great White Sand Beaches Upriver From Monroe. 

LA Red River Grand Bayou Reservoir 2 Mi E of Coushatta, LA. Public Boat Dock at Hwy 784 Bridge. 

Florida Hybrid Bass. Special Slot Limits. Excellent for Small 

Boats. Summer Bass Schools Taken on Topwaters Near Channel. 

LA Red River Red River Pool 5 Numerous Oxbows S of Shreveport Accessible from Launches in 

Shreveport, Bossier City, & Caspiana. Great Spring Bass Fishing. 

LA Sabine Toledo Bend On the Border of Texas and Louisiana. Famous for Bass, Bream, 

Crappie and Stripers. Many Public Access Points. 

LA Union Lake D’ Arbonne W & S of Farmerville, LA. 15,250 Acres. Many Public Launches 

& a SP. Spring White Bass Runs Up the Bayou. Bass & Crappie. 

LA Webster Caney (Upper & Lower) 

Lakes 

5 Mi N of Minden, LA in Kisatchie National Forest. 350 Acres 

Total. Good Bass, Bream & Crappie. Upper Lake is Paddlecraft 

Only. Holds 4 of Top 10 State Bream Records. 

LA Webster Bayou Dorcheat 2 Mi W of Minden, LA Off Hwy 80 Just N of I-20 Exit 44. Nicely 

Shaded Spring & Summer Fishing for Bass, Bream & Catfish. 

LA Webster, Bossier, Bien-

ville 

Lake Bistineau S of Minden, LA. 15,500 Acres. Many Launches & SP. Cypress 

Filled. Excellent Bass, Bream & Crappie. Giant Salvinia Problem. 
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State Parish or County Body of Water Access & Information 

LA Winn Saline Lake 12 Mi NE of Natchitoches, LA. 8400 Acres. Numerous Public Boat 

Launches. Excellent Bass, Bream and Crappie Fishing. 

TX Angelina Kurth Reservoir 6 Mi N of Lufkin, TX Off Hwy 59. 726 Acres. Lake Permit Re-

quired. Excellent Bass lake Good Crappie Fishing. 

TX Bowie, Cass Wright Patman Lake 10 Mi SW of Texarkana, TX. 18,994 Acres. Numerous Public 

Boat Launches. Big Water/Large Boat Lake. Excellent Catfish, 

Crappie & White Bass. Good Largemouth Bass.  

TX Camp, Marion, Morris, 

Upshur 

Lake O’ the Pines 25 Mi N of Longview, TX. 16,919 acres. Numerous Boat 

Launches. Big Water Lake. Kayaks Best in Coves. Noted for 

Largemouth Bass, White Bass and Crappie. 

TX Harrison Brandy Branch Reservoir 10 Mi SW of Marshall, TX off FM 3251 S of I-20. Concrete 

Ramp. Power Plant Three Season Lake.  

TX Harrison, Marion Big Cypress Bayou From Lake O’ the Pines to Caddo Lake. Large Boat Access at 

Caddo Lake State Park. Kayak/Small Boat Access in Jefferson. 

Excellent Multi-Species Fishing Up/Down River From Jefferson. 

TX Morris Little Pine Lake 

(Daingerfield State Park) 

2 Mi E of Daingerfield, TX Off Hwy 49. Paddlecraft Only. 200 

Acre Spring-Fed,  Clear, Cold Lake. Excellent Chain Pickerel 

Fishing in Winter. 

TX Nacogdoches Lake Naconiche 14 Mi NE of Nacogdoches, TX Off US 59. Take FM 2435 W 2 

Mi & Turn onto CR 137. Excellent Bream and Bass Fishing. 

TX Panola Lake Murvaul 15 Mi W of Carthage, TX. 3397 Acres.  Public Access at Decker-

Hill Park, FM1971 Bridge, Rosie Jones Park & Tinkle Park. FM 

1970, FM 1971 & FM 999 are Access Roads. Excellent Catfish. 

TX Rusk Martin Creek Lake 3 Mi SW of Tatum, TX on CR 2183 off Hwy 43. 4981 Acres. 

Only Public Launch is at the SP. Power Plant Lake. Good Bass. 

TX Shelby Lake Pinkston 10 Mi W of Center. 523 Acres. Access at Dam (West) Off CR 

1510 & Sandy Creek Park (East) Off CR 1211. Excellent Bass & 

Bream Fishery. 

TX Shelby Timpson Reservoir 4 Mi NE of Garrison, TX on FM 2667 off US 59. Boat Launch. 14 

to 21 Inch Slot Limit Produces Many Trophy Bass. 

TX Smith Lake Tyler 

(East & West) 

5 Miles SE of Tyler off Hwy 64. 2 Lakes Joined by a Canal. 

2224 Acres. Numerous Public Boat Launches. Host to Many Bass 

Tournaments. 2-8lb Bass Common. Good Bream and White Bass. 

TX Titus Welsh Reservoir 10 Mi SE of Mt Pleasant, TX. 1269 Acres. Public Access on FM 

1735 N, Turn Right at Boat Ramp Sign. Power Plant Lake. 

TX Upshur Lake Gilmer 4 Mi W of Gilmer, TX. 1010 Acres. Access at Hwy 852 Bridge. 

Excellent Bream & Bass in Spring Before Vegetation Thickens.  

TX Wood Lake Hawkins 4 Mi NW of Hawkins, TX. 633 Acres. Launches on CR3440, CR 

3497, FM 14 & FM 2869.  Pickerel in Winter. Bass in Spring. 
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NLFF Calendar 

Artwork by Dave Whitlock 

May 14th:  NLFF Monthly Club Meeting. Red River National 
Wildlife Refuge, 150 Eagle Bend Point, Bossier City, LA. Club busi-
ness from 6:45 - 7:00pm. Presentation starts promptly at 7:00pm. Social hour starts at 6:00pm and involves fly 

tying and/or casting depending on weather. 

May 16th:  NLFF Monthly Fly Tying Session. Bass Pro Shops, 100 Bass Pro Dr., Bossier City, LA at 6:00 - 

7:00pm. Fly to be announced at the May 14th regular meeting. 

May 28th:  NLFF Monthly Board of Directors Meeting. Bass Pro Shops, 100 Bass Pro Dr., Bossier City, LA at 

6:00 - 7:00pm. Held in the meeting room on the second floor by the elevator. 

May 31st - Jun 2nd:  NLFF Flies & Fleas 2019. Purtis Creek State Park, 14225 FM 316, Eustace, TX. Open to 
everyone. Fishing and shopping is the order of the day! A great family outing. Some will fish. Some will shop 
the First Mondays Trade Days in Canton. Some will do both. All will have a great time. There will be a hotdog/
hamburger supper for everyone Saturday night. Bring a side and your own drinks. Book early as the Canton 

hotels and the State Park book up early. NO TEXAS FISHING LICENSE IS REQUIRED! Great for LA folks. 

Jun 11th:  NLFF Monthly Club Meeting. Red River National Wildlife Refuge, 150 Eagle Bend Point, Bossier 
City, LA. Club business from 6:45 - 7:00pm. Presentation starts promptly at 7:00pm. Social hour starts at 
6:00pm and involves fly tying and/or casting depending on weather. Cody Bell will b e talking on fishing 

Cuba. 

Jun 20th:  NLFF Monthly Fly Tying Session. Bass Pro Shops, 100 Bass Pro Dr., Bossier City, LA at 6:00 - 

7:00pm. Mark Trombetta will be tying a popper. 

Jun 25th:  NLFF Monthly Board of Directors Meeting. Bass Pro Shops, 100 Bass Pro Dr., Bossier City, LA at 

6:00 - 7:00pm. Held in the meeting room on the second floor by the elevator. 



 

 

May 17th - 18th:  RSFF Spring Catch-n-Eat annual marsh fishing trip. Hwy 1 corridor - Galliano to Grand Isle. 
Friday evening gathering at local restaurant (optional) and Saturday evening gathering for fish/shrimp/veggie 
fry in Golden Meadow. Must be a member of RSFF or other fly fishing club to participate. For details, go to 

www.rsff.org 

May 25th:  Bass on the Fly annual competition. Lake Fork Marina, Alba, TX. Details to come. Think about enter-

ing. We would like to field a couple of teams from the NLFF. For more information, go to www.bassonthefly.org 

May 31st - Jun 2nd:  NLFF Flies & Fleas 2019. Purtis Creek State Park, 14225 FM 316, Eustace, TX. Open to 
everyone. Fishing and shopping is the order of the day! A great family outing. Some will fish. Some will shop 
the First Mondays Trade Days in Canton. Some will do both. All will have a great time. There will be a hotdog/
hamburger supper for everyone Saturday night. Bring a side and your own drinks. Book early as the Canton 

hotels and the State Park book up early. NO TEXAS FISHING LICENSE IS REQUIRED! Great for LA folks. 

Jul 12th - 14th:  Leeville Fly Fishing Weekend Leeville Fly Fishing Weekend Friday-Sunday, July 12-14, 2019 
A great tradition since 1990. Members of fly fishing clubs in Louisiana and Mississippi gather for a weekend of 
marsh and inshore fishing. Hosted by the Red Stick Fly Fishers club. Saturday evening fish and shrimp fry to be 
held at Boudreaux’s Waterfront Motel in Leeville, featuring fresh-caught fish contributed by attendees. ** For-
merly the Grand Isle Fly Fishing Weekend, the venue was changed in 2018 to Leeville, with several other 

changes.** Check rsff.org website for details. 

Jul 27th:  NLFF’s Annual Masters Series featuring Oregon Trout’s founding President, accomplished author 
and amateur aquatic entomologist Dave Hughes. Tickets are $40 and a lite breakfast and hamburger/hotdog 

lunch will be provided. See www.northlaflyfishers.org for more details. 

Founded in 1984 

Serving the Ark-La-Tex for over 30 years 

P.O. Box 29531 

Shreveport, LA  71149 

email: nlffclub@gmail.com 

Nor th  Lou i s ia na  F ly  F i sh er s  
We’re on the Web! 

www.northlaflyfishers.org 

   It is the charge of the North Louisiana Fly Fishers to afford the general public and our members in particular, a better understanding of Fly Fish-

ing, Fly Tying, and Rod Building. We wish to perpetuate the sport as a most pleasurable and exciting fishing method and provide education, in-

struction and the opportunities for relaxation to the membership. 

   The North Louisiana Fly Fishers (NLFF) Club serves the Ark-La-Tex area surrounding Shreveport. As the closest cold water fishery, we consider 

the Little Missouri (Little’ Mo) River near Murfreesboro, AR our home waters . We also fish the local rivers and lakes. We even have a growing 

group of kayak fishermen that, as well as the local rivers and lakes, will fish the gulf coast marshes for some saltwater action! 

   We meet the second Tuesday of every month at the Red River Wildlife Refugee (150 Eagle Bend Point, Bossier City, LA). Meeting starts at 7pm but 

come about 6pm to visit, tie flies and practice casting when the weather permits. See you there! 
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Upcoming Events 

First FFI (formerly IFFF) Affiliated Club in Louisiana 

Artwork by Dave Whitlock 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Frsff.org&sa=D&ust=1555177772864000&usg=AFQjCNGVTIEABoRX2L9iJ3RemBEStq18uw

